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 FACULTY SENATE MINUTES 
April 8, 2021 

 
Call to order: 
 
A regular meeting of the University of North Alabama’s Faculty Senate convened via Zoom Video 
Conferencing at 3:30pm with President Williams presiding. 
 
I.  Recognized Proxies Felicia Harris, 
Betsy Heckert, John Hodges, Scott Infanger, Lisa Kirch, Christopher Klein, Ian Loeppky, Thomas 
Lukowicz, Jennifer Maddox, Janna Malone, John McGee, Prema Monteiro, Eric O’Neal, Katie 
Owens- Murphy, Gary Padgett, Cheryl Price, Jason Price, Chris Purser, Ansley Quiros, Terry 
Richardson, Craig Robertson, Sunhui Sim, Michael Stocz, Kevin Stoltz, Jessica Stovall, Jillian 
Stupiansky, Brian Thompson, Jason Watson, Laura Williams, Pete Williams, and Gretchen Windt.  
Dr. Lee Renfroe, serving as past Faculty Senate President was also in attendance. 
 
Members not in attendance (without proxy) 
 
Ravi Gollapalli (resigned from Senate – 7

th consecutive meeting without a replacement from the 
Department of Engineering and Technology), and Mark Terwilliger (Department of Computer 
Science and Information Systems). 
 
II.  Approval of the Agenda 
 
President Williams requested approval of the April 8th meeting agenda with an amendment to add 
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IV. Remarks from Dr. Ken Kitts, UNA President 
 
President Kitts began his remarks by addressing the construction in Harrison Plaza.  The work is 
almost complete and the water and light systems have been tested and deemed operational.  The 
plaza is, with few restrictions, open to pedestrian traffic and to a viewing of the bricks gifted through 
the “Success of Legacy” initiative.  This initiative raised over $650,000 which, combined with the 
insurance settlement for the fountain, will cover reconstruction costs.  Work crews will remain on 
site to address drainage issues.  The “Light the Fountain” event has been rescheduled for 8:00pm on 
Wednesday, April 28th. 

Turning his attention to budgetary issues, President Kitts reported that the Alabama Senate voted to 
accept Governor Ivey’s recommendation to improve, by 16%, UNA’s state funding allocation for 
the next fiscal year.  The next step in the budgetary process involves the House of Representative’s 
Ways and Means Committee.  A decision from this committee is expected within a week or ten days.  
UNA’s administration has met with the committee chair to request support to keep the 16% 
increase intact.  The remaining steps in this process will involve a reconciliation of budget 
differences by a Conference Committee and, finally, the Governor’s signature.  If there are no 
changes, the UNA administration will stay true to its priorities of filling vacant faculty and staff 
positions and propose a cost of living salary adjustment for faculty and staff. 

President Kitts suggested that faculty extend comments and thanks to UNA graduates Senator Tim 
Melson and Representative Jamie Kiel for their support of Project 208.  Both are members of the 
ETF committees in their respective chambers. 

Speaking further to UNA’s budgetary issues, President Kitts worked with Mr. Evan Thornton to 
conduct an analysis of UNA’s budget from 2006-2021.  Over that 15-year 
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Retroactive Withdrawal:  The request must be submitted to the Registrar within 60 days of the end 
of the semester of request (in extraordinary circumstance an extension may be granted by the 
Provost or President of the University).  Before an extension can be granted, it must be verified that 
the student has not attended any other institutions since leaving UNA and is currently attending or 
has applied for readmission to UNA. 
 
Retroactive Medical Withdrawal:  The deadline for the Registrar’s Office to receive a supported 
Retroactive Withdrawal is sixty days from the last day of classes for the semester where withdrawal 
is requested.  As above, the Provost or UNA President can address extenuating circumstances.  
Students should submit their requests and provide supportive documentation to the University Case 
Manager within 45 days of the end of the semester.  It must be verified that the student has not 
attended any other institution since leaving UNA and is currently attending or has applied for 
readmission to UNA. 
 
Senator Richardson moved to accept the proposals and Senator Stovall seconded the motion. 
 
The discussion centered around seeking clarification of the proposed policies particularly involving 
cases where students might be enrolled in a first or second eight week term while also being enrolled 
in a traditional 15 week semester.  Students may be successful during eight-week terms but may seek 
retroactive withdrawal from their 15-week classes.  The new p.  

https://www.una.edu/successcenter/
https://www.una.edu/counseling/
https://www.una.edu/case/
https://www.una.edu/students/Food-Pantry/Index.html
https://www.una.edu/diverstity/
https://una.edu/socialinclusion/index.html
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B. Proposal for Scholastic Standards Revisions to Academic Warning and Academic 
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Appendix F 
 
https://www.una.edu/faculty-
senate/una_faculty_handbook__full_version_august_1_2020_updated_with_bookmarks_and_links
_from_4_8_21_senate-meeting.pdf 
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