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Profiles in Excellence gives recognition to the scholarly accomplishments 
of our faculty. Broadly defined, those accomplishments include artistic 
endeavors, creative initiatives, original research, scholarly books, 
articles and presentations, funded grants, and/or academic services. 
These efforts augment scholarship at the University but also enhance 
the integral relationship between teaching and research. They are 
often an extension of research collaboration with our students and 
with colleagues at other institutions.

The publication of Profiles in Excellence affords an opportunity for the 
University to acknowledge the dedication and professionalism of the 
University of North Alabama faculty. The accomplishments reported 
herein are but a small part of the numerous examples of hard work 
contributed by the faculty on behalf of the numerous constituencies 
served by the University.

The mission of the University of North Alabama is broad based but 
gives special attention to the creation of an environment of discovery 
and creative accomplishment. Profiles in Excellence embraces that mission. 
To all who contribute on its behalf, thank you.

Dr. John G. Thornell
Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost





DR. LAWRENCE J. NELSON OUTSTANDING TEACHING AWARD

Mr. Will Brewer joined the college of nursing faculty in 2012. 
He teaches adult health nursing and introduction to professional 
nursing in the traditional nursing program. When he graduated 
from Mars Hill Bible School, Will’s career trajectory did not include 
nursing or education. However, the summer before he entered 
college Will started working at a local convalescent center and 
watched how the nurses made an impact on the lives of those they 
serve. This quickly cancelled his plans to enter medical school 
and he enrolled at the local community college for 
nursing classes. During this time, he realized that one 
day he wanted to teach the nurses of tomorrow. Will 
earned his Associate of Applied Science in nursing and 
worked for the Huntsville Hospital system the majority 
of his bedside career as a clinician in the emergency 
department. Upon completion of his BSN, he went 
to work in hospital education teaching advanced 
cardiovascular life support and pediatric advanced life 
support. During this time, he also taught numerous 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) classes for the 
hospital and the community and is still active in 
teaching CPR to clinicians and the lay rescuer. Upon 
completion of his MSN, Will helped to open a small 
community hospital and worked as the emergency 
department clinical nurse educator. While he enjoyed 
his time as clinician, Will knew his calling was to teach 
nursing. During his time as a hospital nurse, he also 
taught as an adjunct role for the community college 
system focusing on clinical care of the emergency and 
ICU client. 

Will’s teaching philosophy revolves around several 
facets: academic excellence, passion, and service. 
Having a passion for teaching and learning is something 
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Dr. Andrea Hunt joined UNA in 2013 upon completion 
of a postdoctoral teaching fellowship at North Carolina State 
University. As a sociologist, Dr. Hunt is committed to serving 
the larger community and addressing the social problems that 
youth and families face today. As a result, she has conducted a 
variety of community presentations and workshops. For example, 
she presented anti-bullying programming for several elementary 
schools; study skills training for adjudicated youth; and college 
readiness workshops for local high schools. In all, Dr. Hunt has 
conducted 35 workshops since joining the faculty. Dr. 
Hunt has also served on 15 different committees or 
advisory boards at the university, college, or department 
level. 

Dr. Hunt recently partnered with the Shoals 
Chamber of Commerce to deliver the Choices program 
in local middle schools. Her work encourages youth to 
graduate high school and pursue higher education. This 
led to the development of a mentoring program between 
UNA students and Florence Middle School. Dr. Hunt’s 
commitment to students is evident in her work with early 
scholars. Dr. Hunt helped develop a partnership with 
Deshler High School and travels there three times a week 



Early in her career, Dr. Amber Paulk developed a strong 
interest in the critical role of advising in students’ development. 
She sees her role as an academic advisor as an opportunity to 
teach outside the classroom. Transformational theory provides the 
underpinnings of her philosophy of advising, which is guided by a 
few simple, yet fundamental principles.

Demonstrate Genuine Interest. Dr. Paulk believes it is 
impossible to provide appropriate guidance to students if you 
do not know who they are. Therefore, she endeavors 
to be a student of her students. She takes the time to 
learn about their interests, experiences, and passions. 
Through intentional conversations, she can introduce the 
right challenges at the right time and assist students in 
identifying their professional goals.

Offer Perspective. Students often focus on the 
hurdles ahead and fail to acknowledge the ones they 
have already overcome. Dr. Paulk believes it is critically 
important to help students savor every success and 
acknowledge growth. She tries to help students put set-
backs in perspective by sharing her own failures and how 
they promoted her professional development. 

She provides models of coping with failure and 
helps students learn from mistakes. By letting students 
know that she does not have all of the answers she hopes 
to encourage students to take risks. 

Stimulate Growth. Students perform at the level 
expected of them, so Dr. Paulk sets high expectations for 
all of her students. She works with students to establish 
measureable short- and long-term goals and expects 
students to work hard toward achieving those goals. 
Along the way, she provides students with feedback that 
includes praise as well as constructive criticism and makes 
it clear that the goal is not perfection, but growth. 

Provide Affirmation. In order to achieve their 
highest potential, students must feel good about 
themselves. Students often feel like imposters, and 
affirmation helps them push through self-doubt. By 
demonstrating faith in their abilities, Dr. Paulk gives 
students the permission to believe in themselves. She 
actively seeks out opportunities to offer her students 
support and praise. However, her students also know 
that with or without success, she sees them as persons of 
great value. By unconditionally affirming her students, 
Dr. Paulk provides a space where it is okay to take risks 
and fail, and acknowledge fears and weaknesses without 
becoming paralyzed by them. Dr. Paulk’s goal is to 
make her office a safe place where she and her students 
can work through challenges and learn they are not 
insurmountable. 

A native of Florence, AL, Dr. Paulk received her Ph.D. in 
Human Development and Family Studies from Auburn University 
in 2008 and taught as an Assistant Professor of Family Studies at 
Central Washington University (Ellensburg, WA) for three years 
before accepting a position at the University of North Alabama 



ELEANOR P. GAUNDER PHI KAPPA PHI EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD
KRISTY ODEN, Assistant Professor of Nursing

2000, ADN, Itawamba Community College • 2002, BSN, University of North Alabama
2003, MSN, University of Alabama at Huntsville • 2011, DNP, University of Alabama at Huntsville
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Dr. Kristy Oden is a native of Mississippi, but has been in the 
Shoals area for the past 16 years. She is married to Mr. Jered Oden, 
a UNA graduate of the College of Business, and they have two 
daughters, Addison who is 9 and Hadley who is 2. She began her 
nursing career with an Associate Degree from a local community 
college in 2000 that then brought her to UNA, where she 
completed her RN-BSN degree online in 2002, one of the 
programs in which she now teaches. She continued her 
education at the University of Alabama, Huntsville where 
she obtained her Master of Science in Nursing with a focus 
on Family Practice in 2003 and then her Doctorate in 
Nursing Practice in 2011. 

Prior to coming to UNA, Dr. Oden served (the 
local area) as a Labor and Delivery registered nurse for 5 
years and then as a nurse practitioner in the area of adult 
health and gastroenterology. She continues to maintain an 
active family nurse practitioner certification through local 
practice and volunteering at the Shoals Community Clinic. 

Serving the University and the local community is 
a priority for Dr. Oden. She has served, and continues to 
serve, on a variety of College of Nursing and University 
committees. She is an active fundraiser for Relay for 
Life and the American Cancer Society. In this effort, she 
created and donated a quilt as a fundraising effort for her 
Relay for Life team the past three years. She also founded 
MUNCH (Making Unforgettable Children less Hungry) 
in 2011 which has a focus of decreasing hunger in school 
age children in the local communities. The program has 
continued to grow over the years and she has been able to 
meet the demands, helping to reach the goal of decreasing 
childhood hunger. 

Dr. Oden began her career at the University of 
North Alabama in the traditional nursing department 
in the fall of 2011. She then transitioned to the online 
department in the fall of 2013. She currently serves as an 
Associate Professor in the Online Department with the 
College of Nursing. With the undergraduate students, she 
taught courses such as Dosage Calculation and clinicals 
in the area of Mental Health and Women’s Health. She 
has taught RN-BSN students about Women’s Health, 
Research, and Physical Assessment. Within the Master 
of Science in Nursing program, she has taught courses in 
Advanced Research, Nursing Theory, Advanced Pathophysiology, 
the Capstone Project, and courses in each of the specialized tracts 
(nurse educator and nurse leader). Within the Physical Assessment 
course, she has utilized virtual patients and in the Advanced 
Pathophysiology course she has created evolving case studies 
of patient care within the online hospital environment.  She has 
embraced the challenge of engaging students in the online learning 
environment. 

Over the years, Dr. Oden has had many presentations locally, 
and has represented the College of Nursing and the University 
through podium and poster presentations at the international 
level. Additionally, she has authored and co-authored articles for 
publication in peer reviewed nursing journals. 

She continues to maintain a creative learning environment that 
promotes excellence in learning through engaging her students. 
She knows that students who enter her courses are at all stages 
of their life, career, and even their education.  Dr. Oden strives 
to encourage students, and wants to remind them of one of her 
favorite quotes by C.S. Lewis, “You are never too old to set another 
goal or to dream a new dream.”

 “You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.” — C.S. Lewis



PUBLICATIONS and PRESENTATIONS at PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS
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Alexander, Paulette - Associate Dean of College of Business and 
Professor of Computer Information Systems

Co-presented with J. Fadden, Improving MBA Student Recruiting 
Processes through the use of Value Stream Mapping. Lean Higher 
Education Hub Conference, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, September 
2015.

Alvarado-Brizuela, Alejandra – Assistant Professor of Foreign 
Languages

Co-presented, “Language Learning Beyond Borders: Costa Rica/USA 
College Pen Pal  Exchange”, TESOL International Convention & 
English Language Expo, Baltimore, Maryland, April 2016.

Armstrong, Robert – Professor of Marketing
Co-authored with R. Chung and A. Chung. “Asset Allocation 
Decisions for Private Banking Clients: A China Experience.” 
International Review of Accounting, Banking, and Finance, 7 (1), 54-72, 2015.

Co-authored with D. R. Balch. “The Tale of Two CFOs: The Banality 
of Wrongdoing at HealthSouth Corporation.” Journal of Legal, Ethical, 
and Regulatory Issues, 18 (2), 71-86, 2015.

Balch, Dennis R. – Professor of Management 
Co-authored with R. W. Armstrong. “The Tale of Two CFOs: The 
Banality of Wrongdoing at HealthSouth Corporation.” Journal of Legal, 
Ethical, and Regulatory Issues, 18 (2), 71-86, 2015.

Barrett, Douglas J. – Chair and Professor of Economics and 
Finance

Co-presented with P. Williams, D. Black, and B. King, Demand 
Elasticity Estimates for Higher Education. Society of Business, Industry, and 
Economics conference, Destin, Florida. April 2016.

Presented Economics and Sustainability. Society of Business, Industry, 
and Economics conference, Destin, Florida, April 2016.

Authored “A Multidimensional Measure of International 
Homogeneity / Fractionalization.” Journal of International Diversity, Issue 
(2), 3-10, 2015.

Authored “Reflexivity in Economics and Finance: Reconciliation with 
Coherent Markets.” Insights to a Changing World, Issue (2), 13-23, 2015. 

Co-authored with P. M. Williams and K. D. Malone. “Bad Sack or 
False Foul.” Proceedings of the Academic and Business Research Institute, 2015.

Bates, Larry - Professor of Psychology
Co-presented, “Bears on the trail! Development of the Hiking Fears 
Scale”, Southeastern Psychological Association, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 2016.

Co-presented, “Religious fundamentalism and the visual dot probe 
task”, Southeastern Psychological Association, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 2016.

Co-presented, “Lessons learned from doing field research with 
mobile target populations”, Alabama Academy of Sciences, Florence, 
Alabama, March 2016.

Co-presented, “Bluegrass festival music: Depravity and deliverance”, 
Mid-Atlantic Popular and American Culture Association, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November 2015.

Multiple presentations at the Society for the Scientific Study of 
Religion, Newport Beach, California, October 2015.

Beaver, Jana P. – Chair and Associate Professor of Management
Co-presented with N. Lindsey, Meeting Diverse Student Needs In Hybrid 
And Online Courses Through Collaborative And Innovative Teaching Ideas. Best 
Practices Online Learning & Technology Conference, Florence, 
Alabama, March 2015.

Bergeron, Wayne P., 
Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) – Instructor of Criminal Justice

Published, “The Politics of School Safety and Security” Domestic 
Preparedness Journal, September 2015.

Co-authored with S. K Taylor, “Cultural Considerations in Forensic 
Science” Journal of Forensic Research. Volume 6, Issue 5. ISSN: 2157-
7145. DOI:10.4172/2157-7145.C1.017, September 2015.

Published, “Superheroes in Waiting: Emergent First Responders” 
Domestic Preparedness Journal, July 2015.

Published, “Considering Culture in Evacuation Planning and 
Consequence Management,” 











UNA 2016 Profiles in Excellence — Page 12

Jerkins, James A. – Assistant Professor of Computer Science
Co-presented with C. Stenger, J. T. Jenkins, and J. Stovall, “Using 
Computer Programming to teach Mathematical Generalization and 
Proof.” 13th International Congress on Mathematical Education (ICME-13), 
2016.

Co-authored with C. Stenger, J. Stovall, and J. T. Jenkins, “Four 
Years of STEM Outreach by UNA Math and Computer Science 
departments.” Alabama Academy of Science 93rd Annual Meeting, 2016. 

Co-authored with C. Stenger, J. T. Jenkins, and J. Stovall, 
“Conceptualizing Direct Variation Using Computer Programming 
Exercises.” ACTM Fall Forum, 2015.

Authored “Detecting MPLS L3 VPN Misconfiguration with the 
MINA Algorithm,” 6th International Conference and Workshop on Computing 
and Communication, 2015.

Johnson, Ashley - Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Presented “Using Poker to Motivate Conditional Probability”, Joint 
Mathematics Meetings, Seattle, Washington, January 2016.

Co-authored with Brittenham and Hermiller “Homology and closure 
properties of autostackable groups”, Journal of Algebra, Volume 452, 
2016.

Presented “Using exam wrappers to increase student performance”, 
Fifth Annual Kennesaw Mountain Undergraduate Mathematics 
Conference, Kennesaw, Georgia, October, 2015.

Johnson, Lorie – Assistant Professor of Elementary Education 
Presented, “Oral Language and Vocabulary in Preschool and Primary 
Grades,” The University of Alabama’s Educational Summit in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, May 2015.

Co-presented with L. Clayton, “Playing with Words: Strategies 
for Building Vocabulary in Early Childhood Classrooms,” Alabama 
Reading Association’s Annual Conference in Birmingham, Alabama, 
November 2015.

Jones, Keith T. – Professor of Accounting
Co-authored with T. S. Clausen and J. S. Rich, “Harnessing the Power 
of Performance Evaluations”, Strategic Finance, 2016.

Co-authored with S. C. Hunt, “The Association Between Type of 
Accreditation and Success in Hiring Accounting Faculty,” Journal of 
Business, Industry, and Economics, 2016.

Jones, Lloyd E., III – Professor of Music
Presented, “The Methods of the UNA Pride of Dixie Marching 
Band – How We Do What We Do,” College Band Directors National 
Association, Southern Division Conference, Charleston, South 
Carolina, February 2016.

Kang, Chanho – Assistant Professor of Health, Physical Education 
and Recreation

Lead author with G. Bennett and J. W. Peachey, “Five dimensions of 
brand personality traits in sport,” Sport Management Review, 2016.

Co-presented with K. McEntyre, M. Hall and E. O’Neal, “A 
systematic review and meta-analysis concerning effects of external 
focus of attention on golf performance,” Southeastern American 
College of Sports Medicine Regional Conference, Greenville, South 
Carolina, February 2016.

Presented, “Development of a brand personality scale in professional 
sports,” Sport Marketing Association, Atlanta, Georgia, October 
2015.

Presented, “Measuring competitive balance,” North American Society 
for Sport Management Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, June 2015.

Keys-Mathews, Lisa – Professor of Geography, Director of 
Quality Enhancement Program

Co-authored with Z. Wallace and A. Hill, “The Role of Experience in 
Defining Tornado Risk Perceptions: A Case from the 27 April 2011 
Outbreak in Rural Alabama,” Southeastern Geographer, Vol. 55, No. 4, pp. 
400-416, 2016.

Presented, “QEP Year 3:  Integrating Research in the Undergraduate 
Curriculum:  A Case Study of Faculty Involvement, Student Learning, 
Assessment, Teamwork, and Advancement,” Annual Southeastern 
Association of Colleges and Schools-Council on Colleges 
Conference, Houston, Texas, December 2015.

Killen, Lauren – Assistant Professor of Health, Physical Education 
and Recreation

Presented, “Live and video-guided exercise with females who are 
overweight or obese,” Southeast Chapter of American College 
of Sports Medicine Annual Meeting, Greenville, South Carolina, 
February 2016.

King, Brett A. –Professor of Finance
Co-presented with P. Williams, D. Black, and D. Barrett, Demand 
Elasticity Estimates for Higher Education. Society of Business, Industry, and 
Economics conference, Destin, Florida. April 2016.

Co-presented with C. Hogan and K. Malone, The Politics of Immigration 
Enforcement. Society of Business, Industry, and Economics conference, 
Destin, Florida. April 2016.

Kinney, Katie – Chair and Associate Professor of Elementary 
Education; Director of Assessment

Authored, “Recognition Report for Madison University,” Council for 
the Accreditation of Educator Preparation/International Society for Technology in 
Education, 2015.

Authored, “Recognition Report for Pace University,” Council for the 
Accreditation of Educator Preparation/International Society for Technology in 
Education, 2015.

Kirch, Lisa – Associate Professor of Art
Presented, “Faith Embodied: Jacob Heller, Catharina von Melem, 
and Their Altarpiece,” Annual Meeting of the Renaissance Society of 
America, Boston, Massachusetts. 

Kirkman, Tera – Chair and Associate Professor of Nursing
Co-presented with R. Winston, & C. Hall, “‘Strategies for 
Implementing a Multiple Patient Simulation Scenario to Increase 
Undergraduate Nursing Students’ Delegation and Prioritization 
Skills,” International Nursing Association for Clinical Simulation and 
Learning Conference, Atlanta, Georgia, June 2015.

Koti, Francis – Professor and Chair of the Department of 
Geography

Co-presented, with K. Foote, “Social Media in Department Life: 
Strategies and Examples.” Annual conference of the Association of 
American Geographers (AAG), San Francisco, California, March 
29-April 2, 2016.

Co-presented, with H. Hambati, “Understanding the Complexity 
of the Informal Sector Economy in East African Cities Using 
Participatory GIS.” Annual conference of the Association of 
American Geographers (AAG), San Francisco, California, March 
29-April 2, 2016.

Co-presented, with R. Thompson, “Spatial Equity and Access 
to Urban Amenities: A GIS approach,” Southeastern Division of 
the Association of American Geographers (SEDAAG) Annual 
conference; Pensacola, Florida, November 22-24, 2015.

Co-presented, with H. Hambati, “Thriving in Disorder: The Untold 
Complexity of the Informal Sector in East African Cities.” Annual 
conference of the Kenya Scholars and Studies Association (KESSA), 
University of North Alabama, Florence, Alabama, September 4-5, 
2015.

PUBLICATIONS and PRESENTATIONS at PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS
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Mighty, Mario – Assistant Professor of Geography
Presented “Staying Alive: Maintaining Economic Sustainability in the 
Jamaica Coffee Industry,” Association of American Geographers Annual 
Meeting, San Francisco, California, March 2016. 

Presented “Never Settle: Maintaining Economic Sustainability in the 
Jamaica Coffee Industry,” Southeastern Division of the Association of 





UNA 2016 Profiles in Excellence — Page 16

Stenger, Cynthia – Professor and Chair of Mathematics 
Co-presented, “Four years of STEM outreach by UNA Math and Computer 
Science departments,” Alabama Academy of Sciences, Florence, Alabama, 
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ARTISTIC PERFORMANCES and EXHIBITIONS

Aldridge, James Walton – Visiting Associate Professor of 
Entertainment Industry
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ARTISTIC PERFORMANCES and EXHIBITIONS

Orchestral Performance:  Shoals Symphony Orchestra (clarinet), 
Florence, Alabama, November 15-16, 2015.

Recital Performance:  University of Montevallo Single Reed Day 
(clarinet), Montevallo, Alabama, November 7, 2015.

Orchestral Performance:  Huntsville Symphony Orchestra (Eb 
clarinet), September 18, 2015.

Orchestral Performance:  The Marriage of Figaro (clarinet), Ars Nova 
Production, Huntsville, Alabama, August 2015.

Orchestral Performance:  South Pacific (clarinet), Summerstock at the 
Ritz, Sheffield, Alabama, July 2015.

Orchestral Performance:  Holiday Pops Concert (clarinet), Orchestra 
Sul Ponticello, Decatur, Alabama, July 2015.

Monteiro, Prema A. – Assistant Professor of Human 
Environmental Sciences

Culinary demonstration; prepared classic “Crepes Suzette” flambé 
dessert served with a “Mixed Berry Sorbet,” Alabama Family 
Consumer Sciences Conference, Hoover, Alabama, March 2016.

O’Neal, Whitney – Assistant Professor of Music
Guest Performance: Chamber Music, “Sangrias at Sunset,” Florence, 
Alabama, April 9, 2016.

Conductor/Clinician: Student Flute Choir, Mid-South Flute Festival, 
University of Memphis, Memphis, Tennessee, March 19, 2016.

Recital Performance: Chamber Musician, Druid City Ensemble 
concert at the Southeastern Composers League Forum, Campbell 
University, Buies Creek, North Carolina, February 20, 2016.

Adjudicator: Alabama Bandmaster’s Association District III All-State, 
Muscle Shoals High School, January 30, 2016.

Recital Performance: Conservatorio Profesional de Música, Toledo, 
Spain, December 3, 2015.

Solo Performance:  International Hydration Congress Dinner, 
Toledo, Spain, December 2, 2015.

Recital Performance: Chamber Musician, Druid City Ensemble 
Concert, University of Montevallo, Montevallo, Alabama, November 
8, 2015.

Recital Performance: Chamber Musician, Druid City Ensemble 
Concert featuring the world premiere of 5 new works from the 
Birmingham Art Music Alliance, Southside Baptist Church, 
Birmingham, Alabama, November 7, 2015.

Padgett, Gary – Assistant Professor of Secondary Education
Photography exhibition: Black Eyed Susans, Berry Library and 
Museum, Berry, Alabama, February 2016.

Rausch, Robert – Adjunct Instructor of Art
Group Exhibition, Blue Book – Mostly Blues Exhibition, Kennedy 
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GRANTS and AWARDS

Aldridge, James Walton – Visiting Associate Professor of 
Entertainment Industry

Recordings Released in Canada:  New album titled “Tougher Than 
Love” co-written with Bobby Wills and Mike Pyle, just shipped.



GRANTS and AWARDS

UNA 2016 Profiles in Excellence — Page 20

Hubler, Tina – Associate Professor of Biology
$439, College of Arts and Sciences Research Grant to support 
project entitled “Using polyclonal antibodies to perform Western 
Blotting on human and squirrel monkey cellular extracts.”

Hudiburg, Richard – Chair and Professor of Psychology
$1,517, College of Arts & Sciences Research Grant (February 2016) 
award to study spirituality of hiking-type pilgrimages: phase 1 of 
Camino de Santiago spirituality study.

Hunt, Andrea – Assistant Professor of Sociology and Family Studies
Awarded, Academic Affairs Award for Outstanding Service, 2016

Awarded, College of Arts and Sciences Outstanding Early Career 
Award for Service, 2016

$400, Alpha Kappa Delta International Honor Society to support 
sociology research symposium. 

$2,000, Quality Enhancement Plan at the University of North 
Alabama to support undergraduate research. 

Jenkins, Janet T. – Assistant Professor of Computer Science and 
Information Systems

Received $284,000 grant, with C. Stenger, J. Stovall, and J. Jerkins, a 
3-year Math/Science Partnership grant, Oct, 2015.

Jerkins, James A. – Assistant Professor of Computer Science
Received $284,000 grant, with C. Stenger, J. Stovall, and J. Jenkins, a 
3-year Math/Science Partnership grant, Oct, 2015.

Received $2,354, Google Inc. Fund of Tides Foundation, IgniteCS, 
Spring 2016.

Keys-Mathews, Lisa – Professor of Geography; Director, Quality 
Enhancement Program

Received with the Alabama Geographic Alliance a $27,500 grant 
from National Geographic Society.

Kinney, Katie – Chair and Professor of Elementary Education
$20,000, Alabama State Department of Education, edTPA Grant.

Kirkman, Tera – Chair and Associate Professor of Nursing
$2.6 Million HRSA Grant Submission-Scholarship for Disadvantaged 
Students, 2016.

Lindsey, Natasha – Assistant Professor; Instructional Designer
Received Quality Matters Course Recognition for meeting national 
standards in online course design for MG 100: Introduction to 
Business.

Maddox, Lamont – Assistant Professor of Secondary Education
$4,000 grant, National Council for Geographic Education, E. Willard 
and Ruby S. Miller Geography Education Research Grant Award, 
May 2015.

Marvin, Glenn – Associate Professor of Biology
Awarded, “Dr. Jim F. Couch Outstanding Scholarship/Research 
Award”, 2016.

Mighty, Mario – Assistant Professor of Geography
$2,687 Faculty Research Grant, University of North Alabama, April 
2016.

Awarded “Early Career Teaching Award,” University of North 
Alabama College of Arts and Sciences Excellence Awards, March 
2016.

$1,844 Faculty Research Grant, University of North Alabama 
College of Arts and Sciences, March 2016.

Mohr, Stephanie – Instructor of Nursing
Awarded, “Judy L. Bonner Award for Nurse Educator of the Year,” 
University of Alabama, 2015-2016. This award honors Bonner for 
her leadership in the development of the interdisciplinary Ed.D. for 
Nurse Educators. The recipient of the award has evidenced the traits 
of integrity, enthusiasm, and creative leadership. The award also 
comes with a $500 scholarship.

Monteiro, Prema A. – Assistant Professor of Human 
Environmental Sciences

Led Culinary Arts students during study abroad (“Exercise and 
Nutritional Science: Promoting Study Abroad in Health and 
Nutrition”). Supported by 100,000 Strong in the Americas Innovation Fund 
Grant, to collaborate with Universidad San Ignacio de Loyola (Lima, 
Peru) in June 2015. Grant secured by UNA Office of International 
Affairs.

Nelson, Michelle – Associate Professor of Nursing
Inducted into Phi Kappa Phi, University of North Alabama, 2016.

Oden, Kristy – Assistant Professor of Nursing
Awarded, “Eleanor P. Gaunder Teaching Excellence Award,” 2016.

Ogun, Johnson A. – Assistant Professor of Culinary Arts and 
Director of Culinary Arts

Awarded, “Outstanding Graduate Student of the Year” by The 
University of Alabama, College of Education, April 2016.

Padgett, Gary – Assistant Professor of Secondary Education
$2,000 Undergraduate Research Grant, Quality Enhancement Plan, 
“Social Media and the Job Interview,” Quality Enhancement Plan. 

$2,900 Faculty Research Grant, University of North Alabama, 
“Educating Haiti: An Oral History of Haitian Teachers”.

Paulk, Amber – Associate Professor of Sociology and Family Studies
Awarded, Academic Affairs Award for Outstanding Advising, 2016

Pretes, Michael - Professor of Geography
Recipient, Excellence in Teaching Award, Southeast Division of the 
Association of American Geographers (SEDAAG), November 2015.

Prince-Lubawy, Jesse – Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Awarded, Elizabeth Gaines Mann Professorship of Mathematics for 
ongoing research on orientation-preserving and orientation-reversing 
group actions on handlebodies and travel.

Qiu, Chong – Assistant Professor of Chemistry
$82,927, National Science Foundation (July 2015) to support 
research projects involving UNA undergraduates on the kinetics and 
mechanism of restructuring of atmospheric soot and the associated 
impact on light absorption.

Sim, Sunhui – Assistant Professor of Geography
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Stevens, Daniel – Associate Professor of Music
Award: 2016 Outstanding Faculty Award, UNA College of Arts and 
Sciences, Florence, Alabama.

$22,500.00, Shoals Symphony at UNA Concert Underwriting, 
2015-2016

$8,400.00, Alabama State Council on the Arts, State Grants for the 
UNA String Project, UNA Honor Orchestra, Peter and the Wolf 
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