








DR. LAWRENCE J. NELSON OUTSTANDING TEACHING AWARD

Mr. Will Brewer joined the college of nursing faculty in 2012. 
He teaches adult health nursing and introduction to professional 
nursing in the traditional nursing program. When he graduated 
from Mars Hill Bible School, Will’s career trajectory did not include 
nursing or education. However, the summer before he entered 
college Will started working at a local convalescent center and 
watched how the nurses made an impact on the lives of those they 
serve. This quickly cancelled his plans to enter medical school 
and he enrolled at the local community college for 
nursing classes. During this time, he realized that one 
day he wanted to teach the nurses of tomorrow. Will 
earned his Associate of Applied Science in nursing and 
worked for the Huntsville Hospital system the majority 
of his bedside career as a clinician in the emergency 
department. Upon completion of his BSN, he went 
to work in hospital education teaching advanced 
cardiovascular life support and pediatric advanced life 
support. During this time, he also taught numerous 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) classes for the 
hospital and the community and is still active in 
teaching CPR to clinicians and the lay rescuer. Upon 
completion of his MSN, Will helped to open a small 
community hospital and worked as the emergency 
department clinical nurse educator. While he enjoyed 
his time as clinician, Will knew his calling was to teach 
nursing. During his time as a hospital nurse, he also 
taught as an adjunct role for the community college 
system focusing on clinical care of the emergency and 
ICU client. 

Will’s teaching philosophy revolves around several 
facets: academic excellence, passion, and service. 
Having a passion for teaching and learning is something 
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Early in her career, Dr. Amber Paulk developed a strong 
interest in the critical role of advising in students’ development. 
She sees her role as an academic advisor as an opportunity to 
teach outside the classroom. Transformational theory provides the 
underpinnings of her philosophy of advising, which is guided by a 
few simple, yet fundamental principles.

Demonstrate Genuine Interest. Dr. Paulk believes it is 
impossible to provide appropriate guidance to students if you 
do not know who they are. Therefore, she endeavors 
to be a student of her students. She takes the time to 
learn about their interests, experiences, and passions. 
Through intentional conversations, she can introduce the 
right challenges at the right time and assist students in 
identifying their professional goals.

Offer Perspective. Students often focus on the 
hurdles ahead and fail to acknowledge the ones they 
have already overcome. Dr. Paulk believes it is critically 
important to help students savor every success and 
acknowledge growth. She tries to help students put set-
backs in perspective by sharing her own failures and how 
they promoted her professional development. 

She provides models of coping with failure and 
helps students learn from mistakes. By letting students 
know that she does not have all of the answers she hopes 
to encourage students to take risks. 

Stimulate Growth. Students perform at the level 
expected of them, so Dr. Paulk sets high expectations for 
all of her students. She works with students to establish 
measureable short- and long-term goals and expects 
students to work hard toward achieving those goals. 
Along the way, she provides students with feedback that 
includes praise as well as constructive criticism and makes 
it clear that the goal is not perfection, but growth. 

Provide Affirmation. In order to achieve their 
highest potential, students must feel good about 
themselves. Students often feel like imposters, and 
affirmation helps them push through self-doubt. By 
demonstrating faith in their abilities, Dr. Paulk gives 
students the permission to believe in themselves. She 
actively seeks out opportunities to offer her students 
support and praise. However, her students also know 
that with or without success, she sees them as persons of 
great value. By unconditionally affirming her students, 
Dr. Paulk provides a space where it is okay to take risks 
and fail, and acknowledge fears and weaknesses without 
becoming paralyzed by them. Dr. Paulk’s goal is to 
make her office a safe place where she and her students 
can work through challenges and learn they are not 
insurmountable. 

A native of Florence, AL, Dr. Paulk received her Ph.D. in 
Human Development and Family Studies from Auburn University 
in 2008 and taught as an Assistant Professor of Family Studies at 
Central Washington University (Ellensburg, WA) for three years 
before accepting a position at the University of North Alabama 
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Mighty, Mario – Assistant Professor of Geography
Presented “Staying Alive: Maintaining Economic Sustainability in the 
Jamaica Coffee Industry,” Association of American Geographers Annual 
Meeting, San Francisco, California, March 2016. 

Presented “Never Settle: Maintaining Economic Sustainability in the 
Jamaica Coffee Industry,” Southeastern Division of the Association of 




















